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On my mind. ..

The World Zionist Organization’s adoption of a new
Jerusalem Program in June, 2004 was the successful
culmination of a two year process dealing with the
essence (ninn) of the organization. It was also a confident
declaration that the WZO continues to have a unique
and vital role to play in Jewish communal life today, both
in Israel and throughout the Diaspora.

The WZO’s ability tofulfillthisrole, however, now requires
* that we boldly address three additional matters:

- categories of membership (nnan),

- the democratic processes (omorpmT oan), and

- the organization’s institutions (nitom).

Together these shape the WZ0’s presence throughout

the world, and determine its ability to act upon its

mandate. And presently they are inappropriate to

currentrealities. Whatis needed is aradical restructuring

that will:

- empower the constituencies of the WZ0

- facilitate the expansion of the WZO membership base

- inspire community support for WZ0 activities

- foster effectiveness in the implementation of the
WZ0 program, and

Department Initiatives:

Do The Write Thing (DTWT), a professional training seminar for Jewish
student journalists organized by the Departments for Zionist Activities
and Hagshama of the WZ0 in cooperation with the Spokespersons Office
of the Jewish Agency, was held this year for the 15th consecutive time
at the General Assembly of the United Jewish Communities of North
America. Herzl: Up Close and Personal, the traveling exhibition produced
by the Department for Zionist Activities, was featured at this year’s
successful seminar, highlighted by scholar-in-residence, Mr. Jonathan
Kaplan, who spoke about “The Journalist as Leader: Herzl’s Case.”

If you take 5 Australians, 2 Italians, 2 Danes, a South African, an
Austrian, a Brit and a Swede, all of whom are activists for Israel within
their communities, and bring them to Israel for a week under the
auspices of the Department for Zionist Activities — what do you get? A
superlative Israel Advocacy Seminar! (continued on page 2)
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- promote the development of the resources necessary
for the fulfillment of the WZ0’s mission.

Inanticipation of these matters being brought before the
Zionist General Council this coming June, | have prepared
a comprehensive proposal for the revitalization of the
Zionist movement intended to achieve these objectives.
| urge you to review the material at www.doingzionism.
org/institutions/ and to share your reactions with me.
(When the page opens, click on “Revitalizing the Zionist
Movement” to get to the proposal.) The organizational
transformation that is required can only be achieved
as a collective effort, and we need to take advantage of
the coming months for an open exchange of views. | am
concerned that without such a process the WZQ’s new
declaration of relevancy will amount to nothing more
than an empty promise. We are capable of much more.
[

Sincerely, I ,3/
Bl bk .
PEaem
Dr. David Breakstone

Head of the Department for Zionist Activities
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Department [nitiatives... (continued from page 1)

The group of 13 participated in an intensive series of lectures,
site visits and workshops, and met with journalists, lobbyists,
media advisors, security experts, diplomats, and skill developers,
all dedicated to better preparing them for continuing in their
volunteer efforts on behalf of Israel.

Ofakim, the project for developing the next generation of
Zionist leadership (ages 30-45) initiated by the Department
for Zionist Activities in cooperation with a number of Zionist
Federations around the world, reached a new stage in its
success when 45 of the program participants arrived in Israel
over the past several weeks in order to take part in one of two
intensive weeks of professional training. The first was designed
for 16 program participants from Hungary, and the second for
29 from Chile and Argentina. Prior to their arrival in Israel, all
had participated in a course of study in their home communities
consisting of some 50 hours that extended over several months.
They also had all begun working on personal projects to promote
Zionist activity, an integral part of the Ofakim concept. The
Israel seminar was dedicated in part to helping them advance
these projects, as well as to giving them a better sense of the
contemporary Zionist agenda and Israel’s political, economic,
cultural, and social reality.

The commitment of the leadership of the local Zionist Federation
is key to the success of the Ofakim program, and it is particularly
gratifying that the group from Hungary included it’s two vice
presidents, Andras Buchler and Tomasz Simon, while the group
from Chile was accompanied by Zionist Federation President,
Roberto Munoz, as well as the program director, Rabbi Shmuel
Szteinhendler. The Department is now looking forward to the
arrival of the next Ofakim contingent from Nice, France, planned
for this coming summer.

Canada

Zionist Federations at a Glance:

The 2004 9thannuallsrael Day Festival, organized by the
Canadian Zionist Federation was held in Toronto under
the patronage of the Consul General of Israel. Attended
by thousands, this outdoor festival is a celebration of the
sights, sounds, tastes and spirit of Israel.

One way to encourage Aliyah is to have a home waiting
for you in Israel. This was what motivated the Zionist
Federation of Great Britain and Ireland to initiate the
“Buy an IsraeliHome” show. Many properties were sold at
the 2nd annual show attended by almost 1000 people.

The students of the Beit Zipporah School in Kiryat
Malachi started the school year well prepared thanks
to the efforts of the Zionist Federation of Belgium,
which sent them 1000 schoolbags, 1000 calculators, and
enough school supplies and clothing to bring smiles to
the faces of all the students.

Combining two smachot in one event, the Zionist
Federation of Costa Rica celebrated the inauguration
of its new Jewish Community Center together with the
6th night of Chanukah. The crowd gathered around the
Menorah Patio, which was transformed into the village of
Modiin in the year 175 B.C, for this special event.

Costa Rica

Unfortunately, fighting anti-Semitism is taking up a
greatdeal oftimefortheZionist Federation of Sweden,
which is now organizing a seminar for 40 high school
teachers that will include lectures on anti-Semitism, the
Holocaust, Nazism in Europe, and pedagogical tools for
teaching the Holocaust.

For more information on these events and many
more please visit www.doingzionism.org.il






